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Auditor General of Canada’s Report on Antimicrobial Resistance Flags Inadequacies to Help Prevent Drugresistant Infections
OTTAWA –The spring 2015 Auditor General of Canada’s Report concludes that key responsibilities have not
been fulfilled by the Public Health Agency of Canada and Health Canada to address inadequacies to help
the prevention and control of antimicrobial resistance (AMR).
“The Auditor General’s report on AMR highlights concerns raised by the CVMA for many years,” says Dr.
Jean Gauvin, the Canadian Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) President. “CVMA has expressed the
need for a comprehensive national all-sector strategy to address the growing concerns surrounding AMR
and the unregulated importation and use of active pharmaceutical ingredients in animal agriculture, which
poses a potential risk to Canadian public health and food safety.”
The report states there is currently no national strategy to address antimicrobial resistance, which was first
identified 20 years ago by the Federal Government. CVMA is pleased to see the recommendation for the
Public Health Agency of Canada to “identify priority actions, clarify roles and responsibilities, and establish
clear and realistic deadlines for the development of a pan-Canadian strategy to address antimicrobial
resistance.”
The report also identifies regulatory loopholes that allow producers to import unlicensed antimicrobial
drugs and active pharmaceutical ingredients for use in their own animals, and the need to expand the
collection of surveillance data to provide an overall, integrated picture of AMR and use in Canada. CVMA
supports Health Canada’s recent announcement of its intention to strengthen regulations that encourage
prudent use of antimicrobial drugs used in food-producing animals and increases veterinary oversight of
medically-important ones.
“While there is much work to be done to address AMR in Canada,” says Dr. Gauvin, “we are pleased to see
commitments to action by the Federal agencies and look forward to collaborating with stakeholders from
agriculture, veterinary medicine and human medicine to ensure we stay on target with the December 2016
deadline to align Canada’s stewardship regime with international standards.”
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